A RARE
PERSONAL
MOMENT “I see

Felipe every day,” says
4

officer who will gUiare
insurgent detainees in
Iraq: “I try to maintain
a work-oriented
relationship. But
sometimes I'll pass by
her barracks and ask
her how she’s doing.
The other day | gave
her a hug, then said
good night. But |
never cross that line
on duty.”
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N IRAQBEHIND 77/ ]f' ,
' HER;NURSECARMEN. /7
HERNANDEZ COULD
HAVE LEFT THE NEW
JERSEY NATIONAL-

- GUARD.INSTEAD,
sms SIGNED ONFOR
-~ ANOTHERHITCH
ALONGSIDE;H ER
'SON AND FELLOW

,29 ANDGOTREADY.TO et
~ SHIP OUTAGAIN...

Carmen with
her kids:
Felipe (left). i
baby Marcie
and Shareen
», in1984.
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STILLHER BABY ‘

“About the second week of training, | was on my way to dinn: )
and | gotacall,” saysCannm(‘inatransBJrgvaw ays,
‘Ma, lmsnck"ld'edlaugmng.lhadtohﬂ-:hewhle Mpan

and they all laughed too. I took T :

DENMOTHER

“lhave maternal feelings
towardall soldiers in my unit,”
says Carmen (at lunch with her

FAMILY BACK HOME son). “My biggest challenge

Carmen savors a photo of her family: husband Victor, 49, a was making them kpow I'll take
fellow N.J. National Guard sergeant, daughters Shareen, 26, care of them as wellas my son.

and Marcie, 24, son Roberto, 19, and four grandkids. “One of Now they all callme Mom."
the hardest things I've done was to leave for that first tour,”
she says. “This time is easier—maybe because of Felipe.”

By Anne Lang and Nina Burleigh %



ALEARER TO IS-UNI 7
I his 35-1b. Key, car. Felj
takc his soldiers on live@mmo
“happen—I'm a personWwho won't falk: : _ z
%mom realistig” Says Carmen, who will serve a:ﬁ@enim medic
the same wﬁt asherson and expects to see lum;egularly 'l




Subject: mom son

Date: Monday, September 8, 2008 7:58 AM

From: Westhoven, Kryn <Kryn.Westhoven@njdmava.state.nj.us>
To: Anne LANG <news@annelang.net>

Anne,

Just wanted to say Thank You for the wonderful photo story on SGTs Carmen Hernandez and
Felipe Diaz. It was touching story on the mother and son pair and really appreciate the efforts
of everyone at People to make this happen.

Kryn Peter Westhoven

Public Affairs Staff Officer

New Jersey Dept. of Military and Veterans' Affairs
609-530-6950

Cell 609-902-1758





